
RESERVATIONS: CAMPSD.COM | 1.800.710.2267 1

2016 GUIDE TO

Buffalo are dangerous. Please do not approach.

CUSTER STATE PARK
Tatanka



INFORMATION: 605.255.4515 | CUSTERSTATEPARK.COM2

Tatanka is the Lakota word for bison or buffalo.

Volume 37 • 2016
The Tatanka is published by the South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks. Dennis Daugaard, Governor of South Dakota; Kelly 
Hepler, Secretary SD Game, Fish and Parks; Doug Hofer, Director, SD Division of Parks and Recreation; Matthew Snyder, 
Superintendent, Custer State Park; Brooke Smith, Tatanka Editor
Front Cover: Photo by Chad Coppess, SD Department of Tourism. Other photos provided by SD Departments of Tourism and Game, Fish and Parks, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Ron Fry.

Welcome to Custer State Park. This 
year you’ll notice big changes that will 
enhance your visit.

In the spring of 2016, a new, 
8,000-square-foot visitor center will 
open showcasing the variety of amenities 
Custer State Park has to offer. Visitors 
can ask questions, learn about the park’s 
iconic buffalo, walk through a replica of 
the Needle’s Eye and let the kids try out 
the climbing wall.

The visitor center even features a 100-

Custer State Park’s landmarks and 
activities.

The Peter Norbeck Visitor Center is also 
going through a transition to become 
the Peter Norbeck Outdoor Education 
Center. This center has always been the 
hub for interpretive programming and 
will continue to be. The education center 
will offer indoor and outdoor classrooms, 
naturalist-lead programs and interactive 
displays allowing for self-exploration. 
The pedestrian path connecting the 
visitor and education centers will offer 
easy access to both locations.

Additional 
improvements in 
the park include 
the replacement 
of 15 cabins with 
new modern, 
larger-style cabins in the Game Lodge 
and Sylvan Lake areas. New reunion 
cabins have been added at Game Lodge, 
Blue Bell and Sylvan Lake. Legion Lake 
Lodge has been replaced with a new 
facility where the restaurant patrons can 
enjoy their meal while overlooking the 
lake.

ongoing renovations to the Sylvan Lake 
tent sites and a new comfort station 
for the Sylvan Lake Campground. This 
facility will offer individual showers and 
bathroom facilities.

There is no better way to start your 
Custer State Park adventure than by 
stopping by the new visitor center and 
taking in a program at the education 
center.  It will truly be time well spent.

Matt Snyder, Superintendent 
Custer State Park

Welcome

tatanka
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Custer State Park Visitor Center
Located at the junction of Wildlife Loop Road and  
Highway 16. 
Memorial Day – Labor Day | Open 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Labor Day – September 30 | Open 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.
October 1 – Memorial Day | Open 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Thanksgiving, Christmas, Easter | Closed

Wildlife Station Visitor Center
Located on Wildlife Loop Road.
Memorial Day - Labor Day | Open 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Labor Day - September 30 | Open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
October 1 - Memorial Day | Closed

Peter Norbeck  
Outdoor Education Center
Located on Highway 16 near the State Game Lodge.
May 20 - October 1 | Open 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
October 2 - May 18 | Closed

things to know

Entrance Fees
Annual Park Entrance License | $30
Second Annual Park Entrance License | $15
Transferable Park Entrance License | $65
Temporary Vehicle License* (1-7 consecutive 
days) | $20/vehicle or $10/motorcycle
Motorcoach License | $3/person per 
continuous visit
Camping fees | See page 29
An entrance license is required of all park 
visitors. Only people traveling non-stop on 
U.S. Highway 16A are exempt from this 
requirement.
*Valid at all South Dakota state park areas.
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General Park Guidelines
Regulations are designed to protect both park visitors and 
park resources. Park rangers enforce the park’s laws and 
regulations.
• Feeding and disturbing wildlife is against park regulations. 

DO NOT approach the buffalo.
• 

located in campgrounds or picnic areas.
• Visitors are not allowed to jump or dive from bridges, 

rocks or cliffs into any of the park’s lakes, ponds or 
streams.

• Removal of any natural or cultural features such as antlers, 
rocks or artifacts is prohibited.

• 

• Open carry is not permitted. You may carry a concealed 
weapon with a valid concealed permit.

• Pets need to be on a leash no longer than 10 feet. Pets 
are not allowed in any park buildings or on designated 
swimming beaches. Please clean up after your pet. Do not 
leave pets unattended. Service animals are welcome.

Lost and Found
All lost and found items and records are kept at the park 

Contact Information
Custer State Park

Email | custerstatepark@state.sd.us
Web | custerstatepark.com
Facebook | facebook.com/CusterStatePark
Camping reservations
1.800.710.2267 | campsd.com
Custer State Park Resort

Reservations | 1.888.875.0001
Email | info@custerresorts.com
Web | custerresorts.com
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wildlife

Wildlife TalksPronghorn
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Safari Jeep Tour

Wildlife Loop Road

Custer State Park Wildlife
Custer State Park is one of the few places in the world 
where you’re able to see an abundance of wildlife in their 
natural habitat. You’ll encounter a variety of wildlife 
throughout the park’s 71,000 acres, including along trails, in 
the campgrounds and beside the road. Wildlife Loop Road 
is particularly known for its common sightings of buffalo, 
pronghorn and prairie dogs, but keep an eye out for white-
tailed and mule deer, elk, bighorn sheep and a host of birds 
and smaller wildlife as well. For the best results, travel the 
loop during the early morning or later in the evening, when 
wildlife are most active.
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wildlife

Mountain Lions

humans, mountain lions are found 
within the Black Hills and Custer State 
Park. These predators feed on several 
species, including deer, elk, rabbits and 
wild turkeys. Even though you may not 
see them, these big cats are a part of 
South Dakota’s wealth of wildlife.

White-tailed Deer
White-tailed deer live mainly in the 
timberlands. As its name implies, the 
white-tailed deer has white hair on the 
underside of its tail. When the animal 

Mule Deer
These deer are aptly named for their 
large ears. Their black-tipped tails, 
which are short and narrow, are carried 
down when the deer runs. Mule deer 
often bound with a stiff-legged gait as 
if bouncing on powerful springs when 

Coyotes
Coyotes hunt in all habitats in Custer 
State Park. Their diet is varied, but 
consists mainly of small mammals. 
They also eat larger game as well as 
insects, fruits and berries. Coyotes are 
gray and have a drooping, bushy tail 
and a pointed nose. The coyote is South 
Dakota’s state animal.

Elk
Elk are the second largest member of the deer family 

with only moose larger. They are mainly forest dwellers 
where they browse and graze on understory vegetation. 
Elk are shy and seldom seen during the daytime hours. 

Mature bulls grow and shed heavy, wide antlers.

M

hu
w
P

Pronghorns
Pronghorns, commonly referred 
to as antelope due to their similar 
appearance, live on the open 
grassland. The name pronghorn comes 
from the buck’s large pronged horns. 
The horn sheaths are shed each year. 
The fastest land animal in North 
America, pronghorns can run 60 mph 
for great distances. True antelope live 
in Africa and have unbranched horns 
that never shed.

© Dean Pearson © Jim Thompson Jr.
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Birds
The park’s diverse habitat makes for 

the mountain bluebird, white-winged 
junco, golden eagle, prairie falcon and 
western tanager, to name but a few. A bird 
checklist is available at the visitor centers.

Bighorn Sheep
South Dakota’s original bighorn sheep 
was the Audubon subspecies. When 
it became extinct about 1922, a herd 
of Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep 
was introduced to Custer State Park. 
Bighorns have a sturdy, but graceful 
build. Their coats consist of short hair, 
not wool. Rams have thick, curled horns 
and ewes have smaller curved horns.

Prairie Dogs
The black-tailed prairie dog is found on 

lives in large social groups called towns. 
The round mound of dirt that surrounds 
the prairie dog hole keeps rain water 
from running into the burrow and serves 
as an observation post to watch for 
danger. Prairie dogs get their name from 
their bark-like call.

Burros
The burros in Custer State Park are 
not native to the Black Hills. They are 
descendants from the herd that once 
hauled visitors to the top of Harney 
Peak. The rides were discontinued 
years ago and the burros were released 
into the park where they have become 
a popular visitor attraction. Through 
the years, visitors have stopped to 
photograph the burros. Visitors need to 
understand there is a risk taken when 
one approaches any animal, including 
the burros. Please use your own 
judgment if you come across the burros 
while traveling in Custer State Park.

please don’t feed us!
Feeding the park’s wildlife is 

animal can be dangerous to both you 
and the animal.

Mountain Goats
The mountain goat was not found 

was introduced to the Black Hills. 
Today, they are found in the granite 
outcroppings and crags around 
Harney Peak, Needles and Mount 
Rushmore areas. The mountain 
goat is unique to North America 
and is not a true goat. The all-white 
mammal feeds on grasses, ferns, 
moss and lichen among other high-
elevation plants. The animal grows 
a dense wool undercoat and a long 
outer coat of hair. Both sexes have 
sharp, slender, black horns.

Hunting -  
a management tool
Some animal species in the park 
are managed through hunting 
programs. Hunting helps reduce 
the size of populations, preventing 
overcrowding within the park. 
Control of numbers ensures an 
adequate supply of food for all 
species and prevents habitat loss 
and competition between species.
Most hunting seasons typically 
occur from mid-September through 
early January. Turkey hunting takes 
place in the spring from mid-April 
through mid-May each year.
The fees collected from hunting 
licenses generate revenue which 
help fund wildlife management 
programs.  
Species managed through hunting 
in the park include bison, elk, deer, 
pronghorn, mountain lion and 
turkey.
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Buffalo Roundup
The park began to gather the herd 

back in the 1960s when the 
decision was made to eradicate the 
disease brucellosis from the herd. The 

1965 allowing the sale of live animals. 
Since that time, the roundup has been 
used in conjunction with the fall sale 
as a way to manage the size of the herd 
and to provide an opportunity to brand 
and vaccinate the calves.
“Studies show that during normal 
moisture years, the park’s grassland can 

explains Dr. Gary Brundige, resource 
program manager for Custer State Park. 

rainfall and the available rangeland 

The buffalo are on their own to forage. 
The park does not supplement their 
food supply. 
“We inventory the range conditions 
each year and that determines the 

number of buffalo we sell at the fall 

“We need to keep the buffalo numbers 
compatible with available forage, 
and that is why you may see varying 
numbers for the size of our herd. This 
year we have about 1,300 buffalo in the 
herd, and we’ll be building back to that 

Brundige points out that for Custer 
State Park, the Buffalo Roundup is a 
management tool to prepare for the 

is an event that is open to the public, 
and we are happy to share it with the 
thousands of guests who come to 
experience something out of the old 

buffalo rumbling across the plains 
driven by cowboys and cowgirls on 

gone by and lets the spectators catch 

Brundige.

Branding buffalo
Bison calves in Custer State Park are branded with a single-digit number 

more than 10 years, staff can determine the animal’s age by its appearance.

What is the purpose?

Buffalo 
The park is home to as many as 

more commonly known as buffalo. 
Bison can grow to 6 feet tall and 
weigh more than 2,000 pounds. They 
are considered the largest native 
terrestrial mammal of North America.  
There were once millions of bison, 
but by 1900 it is estimated that fewer 
than 1,000 bison remained on the 
entire continent. 
Peter Norbeck, often known as 

recognized the situation and decided 
to take action to preserve this native 

as Custer State Forest and Game 
Sanctuary, purchased 36 bison to start 

herd had swelled to over 2,500.
The herd soon began to overgraze 
the park’s rangeland and the bison 
numbers were lowered. Each year 
during the roundup, the size and the 
structure of the bison herd is adjusted 
according to the predicted availability 
of grassland forage. The spring 
birthing season rejuvenates the herd.
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What about the old visitor center? 
The Peter Norbeck Visitor Center will remain a vital part of 
park operations. Over the course of the next couple of years, 
the building will see a series of upgrades transforming it into 
an outdoor education center. From this location, interpretive 
staff will offer a variety of programs, including hands-on 

trips. 
Custer State Park is excited to offer these new opportunities 
to our visitors and is eager to share what is yet to come.

Custer State Park is proud to unveil its new visitor center, 
set to open May 2016. This new visitor center offers 

an array of opportunities which include a large interactive 
map, 20-foot-tall scale models of the Cathedral Spires, and 
numerous displays depicting the natural world of Custer 
State Park. Throughout the building, displays showcase the 

Additionally, the building includes a 100-seat theater where a 

The new exhibits and videos will provide visitors a chance 
to explore the many aspects of this wonderful area and entice 
them to visit and discover all Custer State Park has to offer.  
The state-of-the-art structure was built primarily using funds 
from donors across the country. 
The visitor center is located at the junction of the Wildlife 
Loop Road and Highway 16. Park staff hope that this new 
location will help make the new center easily accessible to all 
visitors. 

Visitor Center
custer state park

The new visitor center is located at the junction of the Wildlife 
Loop Road and Highway 16.

Images show the concept art for the center.  
The facility will be completed in May 2016.
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activities 1.888-875-0001
CusterResorts.com
info@custerresorts.com

Chuckwagon Cookout Rock Climbing
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Horseback Riding Hayride

Buffalo Safari Jeep Tour

Get up close to the wildlife! Daily departures between 8 
a.m. – 6 p.m. Guide takes you to the herds on exclusive off-
roads. 1-1/2 to 2-hour historical and educational tour of the 
backcountry. 
Adults: $50
Children (under 12):
Group (10+): 

Hayride Chuckwagon Cookout

Departs from: Blue Bell Lodge
Old-fashioned hayride on a vehicle-drawn wagon takes 
you on scenic back roads to a mountain meadow canyon 
for an authentic Chuckwagon feast. Live sing-along folk 
entertainment throughout the entire evening.
MENU INCLUDES: 
• 8 oz. choice sirloin steak or a 1/3 lb. hamburger 

(vegetarian option available)
• Cowboy beans
• Corn bread and honey
• Potato salad
• Coleslaw
• Watermelon
• Cookies
• Chuck wagon coffee and lemonade
A souvenir cowboy hat and bandanna for each paying guest. 
Adults: 
Children (under 12):
Children 3 years and under: Free   
Group (10+):

Watercraft Rentals
See page 20

Buffalo Safari & 
Chuckwagon Cookout Combo

Full Guided Buffalo Safari Jeep Tour followed by the 
evening Chuckwagon Cookout in a mountain meadow 
canyon. No hayride with this activity. Departure time varies 

Adults: $89
Children (under 12): $82 
Group (10+): $82/person

Horseback Riding

Departs From: Blue Bell Lodge Stables 
Note: Children must be able to ride alone and meet 
minimum safety requirements to ride the trail. Pony rides 
also available. 
Please arrive at the stables 30 minutes prior to scheduled 
trail ride to complete the required paperwork.
1-HOUR
• 
• Children (under 12): $39
• Group: $39/person 
HALF-DAY (Lunch included): person
FULL-DAY (Lunch included): $235/person

Rock Climbing

Custer State Park offers world class rock climbing on the 
granite spires in and around the Needles. Contact the park 

and outside the park for climbing.

2-HOUR
• Adults: $68
• 
• 
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Trails
Hiking Trails 
Badger Clark Historic Trailhead
Location: 0.5 miles south of US 
16A on Badger Clark Rd (CSP 9)
Length: 1 mile (loop)

Creekside Trail  
(TRACK Trail™)
Location: Parallel to US 16A 
From Game Lodge Campground 
to Grace Coolidge Campground
Length: 2 miles (one way)

accessible)
French Creek Natural Area 
Trailhead
Location: West End - 3 miles from 
Blue Bell Lodge on North Lame 
Johnny Road (CSP 4); East End 
- 4 miles south of the State Game 
Lodge on Wildlife Loop Road 
Length: 12 miles (one way)

Grace Coolidge Walk-In Fishing 
Area Trailhead
Location: South End - Parking 
area along US 16A, across from 
Grace Coolidge Campground; 
North End - Adjacent to beach at 
Center Lake
Length: 3 miles (one way) 

Legion Lake Trailhead
Location: Within Legion Lake 
Campground
Length: 1 mile (loop)

Lovers Leap Trailhead
Location: Across US 16A from the 
Peter Norbeck Outdoor Education 
Center, behind the schoolhouse
Length: 3 miles (loop)

Prairie Trailhead
Location: Along Wildlife Loop 
Road, 13 miles from the State 
Game Lodge or 5 miles from the 
Blue Bell Entrance Station
Length: 3 miles (loop)

Stockade Lake Trailhead
Location: 0.3 mile south of US 
16A on Stockade Lake Drive 
Length: 1.5 miles (loop)

South Dakota Centennial Trail
Approximately 22 miles of the 
Centennial Trail are located within 
Custer State Park. Three trailheads 
provide access points to the park’s 
portion of the trail. 

Location: North of SD Hwy 
87, Needles Highway on Camp 
Remington Road (CSP 345)
Badger Hole Centennial Trailhead
Location: 0.5 south of US 16A on 
Badger Clark Road (CSP 9)
French Creek Centennial Trailhead
Location: 3 miles from Blue Bell 
Lodge on North Lame Johnny 
Road (CSP 4)

Harney Area Trails
A. Cathedral Spires Trailhead  
(Trail #4A)
Location: 2.5 miles east of Sylvan 
Lake on Needles Highway
Length: 1.5 miles to Cathedral 
Spires (one way)

B. Little Devil’s Tower Trailhead  
(Trail #4)
Location: 1 mile east of Sylvan 
Lake on SD Highway 87 (Needles 
Highway)
Length: 1.25 miles (one way) 

C. Sunday Gulch Trailhead 
(Trail #6) 
(Closed during winter season)
Location: Reach the trailhead by 
following the Sylvan Lake Trail 
behind the dam to Sunday Gulch
Length: 2.8 miles (loop)

present along trail into early June)
D. Sylvan Lake Shore Trail 
(Trail #1)
Location: Sylvan Lake. The trail 
may be accessed at various points 
along the lakeshore. Granite 

Custer State Park offers trails for 

addition to designated trails, hiking is 
allowed anywhere in Custer State Park.

Trail Ratings
Easy: The trail mainly follows level ground.
Moderate: Parts of the trail follow steep 
slopes and rocky areas.
Strenuous: Much of the trail follows very 
steep slopes and rocky areas.
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formations line portions of the lake. 
Length: 1 mile (loop) 

E. Sylvan Lake Trailheads to Harney Peak  
(Harney Peak is located in the Black Elk 
Wilderness/Black Hills 
National Forest; however,  
this trailhead is located  
in Custer State Park)
Location: Sylvan Lake  
Day Use Area north of  
SD Highway 87 
(Needles Highway). 
Two trailheads are  
located at the Sylvan  
Lake Day Use Area.  
Trail 9 begins just  
across the footbridge  
leading to the 
swimming beach.  
Trail 4 begins at the  
furthest southeast  
corner of the day use  
parking area.
Trail #9
Length: To Harney  
Peak, 3.3 miles (one way)

Length: To Harney Peak,  
3.5 miles (one way)  

36
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Trail Challenge
The Custer State Park Trail Challenge takes place 
from May through July. Participants must collect 

signs on participating trails. Collect all eight and 
receive a prize! Learn more at the Custer State 
Park Visitor Center.

Custer State Park Trail Guide
For maps and detailed information about the trails, 
stop at the park’s visitor centers.

Harney Area Map
A more detailed map of the Harney Peak area trails 
is available at the vistor centers and at Sylvan Lake 
entrance station, store and lodge.

Park Entrance Station

Information Center?

 T Trailhead

Custer State Park
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park programs

Guided Nature HikeJunior Naturalist Birding Program

Weekly interpretive program schedules are available at the visitor centers and are posted at campground bulletin  
boards Memorial Day through Labor Day. Get more information at the Custer State Park Visitor Center or the 
Peter Norbeck Outdoor Education Center.
All park programs are offered free of charge; however, a park entrance license is required to enter the park.

Programs at a Glance
Daily
9 a.m. Wildlife Loop Road Caravan
10 a.m. Junior Naturalist Program
11 a.m. Patio Activities
1 p.m. Story of the Bison
2 p.m. Patio Activities
3 p.m. Junior Naturalist Program
6 p.m. Wildlife Loop Road Caravan
9 p.m. Evening Programs
Sunday
9:30 a.m. Hook ‘em & Cook ‘em
1 p.m. Canoeing Basics
Tuesday
9:30 a.m. Hook ‘em & Cook ‘em
1 p.m. Canoeing Basics
Thursday
9:30 a.m. Hook ‘em & Cook ‘em
1 p.m. Canoeing Basics
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Hook ‘em and Cook ‘em Fishing

Junior Naturalist Program
As part of the Junior Naturalist Program, kids age 7 
to 12 take part in several different levels of activities 

Activities highlight the park’s resources through 
guided nature hikes, recreational activities, living 
history demonstrations, evening programs and other 
fun and educational offerings.

Calling all Pups!
The Pups program offers younger kids the chance 
to learn more about nature. Similar to the Junior 
Naturalist Program, the Pups activity book is 

of an adult. 

Naturalist and Pups Programs is available at the 
Custer State Park Visitor Centers or Peter Norbeck 
Outdoor Education Center.

Wildlife Loop Road Caravan
Grab your binoculars and experience the beauty and wildlife 
on a guided tour of the park’s Wildlife Loop Road, located in 
the southern portion of the park. 

 Canoeing Basics
Participants will learn the basic techniques of canoeing 
including carrying and entering the canoe, paddling and 
water safety. Participants should plan on getting wet!

Patio Activities
The park offers family-friendly patio talks on topics ranging 
from Lakota uses of bison, pine-needle basket making, horns 
and antlers, geology, animal tracks and more. Patio talks are 
designed as a hands-on, come-and-go, informal presentation 
allowing visitors to interact with a park naturalist on the 
patio of the Peter Norbeck Outdoor Education Center. 

Do You Have What it Takes  
to be a Bison?
How much does a bison weigh? How fast do they run? How 
do you know if a bison is going to charge? Come participate 
in the Buffalo Olympics and learn much more!

Guided Nature Walks
Naturalists lead visitors through open grasslands, dense 
forests and towering granite spires, allowing hikers to learn 
about the park. Guided nature walks are offered most days.

Hook ‘em & Cook ‘em Fishing

in some of South Dakota’s most beautiful lakes and streams. 

Black Hills and offer some tasty recipes for your catch. No 

Evening Programs
Evening interpretive programs are presented in four of the 

and Stockade Lake North. Naturalists present programs on 
subjects that include buffalo, plants and wildlife, habitats, 
conservation, outdoor recreation, geology, astronomy and 
park history.  

Geocaching Adventure
Custer State Park offers eight locations for visitors interested 
in geocaching. Participants will travel through the park’s 
diverse natural and cultural sites and several seldom-seen 
areas of the park. 
Obtain a geocache list at the Custer State Park Visitor 
Centers or the Peter Norbeck Outdoor Education Center. 
This activity runs April 1 to Oct. 31.
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January
First Day Hike
January 1, 10 a.m.
Peter Norbeck Outdoor Education Center
Game Lodge Snowshoe Hike
January 9, 1 p.m.
Peter Norbeck Outdoor Education Center

February
Valentine’s Lover’s Leap Snowshoe Hike
February 13, 1 p.m.
Peter Norbeck Outdoor Education Center

March
Sylvan Lake Snowshoe Hike
March 5, 1 p.m.
Sylvan Lake General Store

April
Earth Day Bluebird Box Workshop
April 23, 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Peter Norbeck Outdoor Education Center

annual events

51st annual

• The roundup takes place near the corrals on 
Wildlife Loop Road. 

• Two viewing areas are set aside for 

• Arrive between 6:15 and 7:30 a.m. 
• The buffalo are usually corralled around noon, 

with sorting to take place at the corrals starting 
at 1 p.m.

• Reservations not required.
• Food concessions available on site.

2017 Roundup is September 29

Friday, September 30, 2016
BuffaloRoundup
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May
State Park Open House and Free Fishing Weekend
May 20-22
Statewide
Custer State Park Seasonal Volksmarch Trail Open
May 21 - Sept 30

June
National Trails Day - June 4
Prairie Trail Hike, 9 a.m. 
Meet at Peter Norbeck Outdoor Education Center
Little Devil’s Tower Hike, 1 p.m.
Meet at Sylvan Lake General Store
Badger Clark Trail Hike, 4 p.m. 
Meet at Badger Hole Historic Site 
Nature Day Camp: Kids Fishing Day (ages 7-12)
June 22, 9:30 a.m. – noon
Custer State Park Game Lodge Campground Pond

July
Nature Day Camp: Track Detectives (ages 7-12)
July 27, 9:30 a.m. – noon
Custer State Park Game Lodge Campground Tatanka Barn

Events are subject to change.  
Visit custerstatepark.com or call 605.255.4515 

for more information.

August
Nature Day Camp: All About Buffalo (ages 7-12) 
August 17, 9:30 a.m. – noon
Custer State Park Game Lodge Campground Tatanka Barn

September
23rd Annual Buffalo Roundup Arts Festival
September 29-October 1
51st Annual Buffalo Roundup
September 30

October
Halloween Night Hike
October 28-29, 5:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Peter Norbeck Outdoor Education Center

November
51st Annual Buffalo Auction
November 19

Sturgis Motorcycle Rally
August 8-14, 2016
Every August, thousands of motorcyclists 
visit the Black Hills during the annual 
Sturgis Motorcycle Rally and Races. 

While many visitors enjoy the rally, 
others would rather avoid the motorcycles 
and visit at another time of the year.  

To help our guests plan their stay, below 
are the next several years’ rally dates, so 
you can either join ‘em or avoid ‘em. 
August 7-13, 2017 
August 6-12, 2018
August 5-11, 2019
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Fishing Licensing Fees*
License Resident   Non-Resident
One-Day $8 $16
Three-day N/A $37
Annual $28  $67
Youth Annual N/A $25
Family Annual+ N/A $67
Senior (65 and older) $12 N/A
Combination $55 N/A

Junior Combination (16-18) $27 N/A
Game Fish Spearing & Archery 
     Fishing Permit $5 $5

Black Hills Fish Limits**
Species Daily Possession
Perch 15 30
Crappie 15 30
Bluegill 15 30
Trout 5 10
Bullhead No limit No limit
Northern Pike 6 12
Largemouth & Smallmouth Bass    5 10
(any combination of the two)

2016 Fishing Handbook for exceptions in certain 
waters of the Black Hills. The handbook of regulations and information may be 

Park Visitor Centers or the Peter Norbeck Outdoor Education Center.

lakes and streams

N/A = License option not available
*License agents may charge an additional administrative fee.
+

Water Sport Rentals
Legion Lake Lodge  
Sylvan Lake Lodge
Life jackets provided. All persons under 18 years 
of age must be accompanied by an adult. 
Paddleboats: 3-5 people
Canoes and Kayaks: 1-3 people
Hydrobikes: 1 person
• Half Hour: $12/person
• 1 Hour: $17/person
• Family Rate:

Fly Fishing Guides & Classes
President Coolidge is known for the days he 

Coolidge Creek! 

Departs from State Game Lodge  
Starting at $200 - $250 and up.
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Legion Lake

Stockade Lake

Center Lake

Sylvan Lake

French Creek

Swimming

Legion Lake, Stockade Lake, Sylvan Lake and the Game Lodge 
Pond.
There are no lifeguards on duty. Jumping from cliffs and rocks 
into the water is illegal and strictly prohibited. Pets and glass 
containers are prohibited from all zoned swimming beaches.

Boating

jacket, whenever you are on the water. PFDs are mandatory for 
all people riding in a boat on South Dakota waters.
Boating is permitted within Custer State Park with the following 
restrictions:
• Sylvan Lake, Electric motors only
• Legion Lake, Electric motors only
• Stockade Lake, All boats allowed
• Center Lake, Only slow, non-wake boating allowed
All South Dakota waters:
• Class A boats (up to 16'): One wearable PFD for each 

passenger; Fire Extinguisher; Horn/whistle
• Class 1 boats (16' up to 26'): One wearable PFD for each 

passenger; One throwable type PFD; Fire extinguisher; Horn/
whistle

Non-motorized boats over 12 feet and all motorized boats, 
regardless of length, are required to have a valid boat license 
from South Dakota or another state. 

Fishing
Fishing is allowed anywhere in Custer State Park. A valid South 

no minimum size restriction. (Stockade Lake has a 15-inch 
minimum size limit on large and smallmouth bass.)

Minnows cannot be used except on Stockade Lake. A variety of 

pike, bass, perch, crappie, bluegill and bullhead.
Licenses, bait and tackle are available at each of the four resort 
areas. For daily limits and rules, please refer to the 2016 Fishing 
Handbook,
the Peter Norbeck Outdoor Education Center. The handbook 
is also available online at gfp.sd.gov and on our mobile app, 
SDGFP Outdoors.
Ice Fishing

go after trout in Sylvan, Center, and Legion Lakes and try their 

sure to purchase your license and bait prior to your arrival, as 
these services are not offered in the winter months.
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scenic drives

take your time
These winding drives are enjoyed at a 
slower pace. When making plans, please 
allow ample time to travel at a safe speed – 
generally 25 mph or slower.

Tunnel Information
Tunnels are found on three highways in or near Custer State Park. 
Drivers of travel trailers, campers, recreational vehicles and buses 
should be aware of the tunnel sizes. 
Iron Mountain Road -- US 16A N

Sylvan Lake Road -- SD 87/89, N. of Sylvan Lake

Needles Highway -- SD 87 N
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Iron Mountain Road

Needle’s Eye

Wildlife Loop Road

Needles Highway

Needles Highway - 14 miles

spectacular drive through pine and spruce forests, meadows 
surrounded by birch and aspen and rugged granite mountains.
The road’s name comes from the needle-like granite 
formations which seem to pierce the horizon along the 
highway. 
The roadway was carefully planned by former South Dakota 
Governor Peter Norbeck, who marked the entire course on 
foot and by horseback. Construction was completed in 1922.
Visitors traveling the highway pass Sylvan Lake and a unique 
rock formation called the Needle’s Eye, so named for the 
opening created by wind, rain, freezing and thawing. Expect 

Wildlife Loop Road - 18 miles
The 18-mile Wildlife Loop Road takes visitors through the 
open grasslands and pine-speckled hills that much of the 
park’s wildlife call home. 
Visitors will often see bison, pronghorn, white-tailed and mule 
deer, elk, coyotes, burros, prairie dogs, eagles, hawks and a 
variety of other birds. The morning and evening hours are the 
best times to view the wildlife, when they are most active.
On the southeast part of the loop, the Wildlife Station Visitor 
Center gives visitors shade and information on wildlife and 

 Iron Mountain Road - 18 miles
This winding road runs between Mount Rushmore National 
Memorial and the junction of US 16A and SD 36. Constructed 
in 1933, only a portion of this road lies within the park, but it 
is a must-see.

minutes.

Peter Norbeck Scenic Byway
The Peter Norbeck Scenic Byway complements the park’s 
three scenic drives and includes some of the most dramatic 
natural and historic features in the Black Hills.
Sites include the Needles, Mount Rushmore and a bird’s eye 
view of the rocky peaks and forested hills of the Black Hills 
National Forest.
This designated scenic byway includes all or portions of two 
scenic drives within the park. The byway was named for 
former South Dakota Governor Peter Norbeck who planned 
and surveyed most of the roads located within the park. Expect 
travel time of about two to three hours. 
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history



RESERVATIONS: CAMPSD.COM | 1.800.710.2267 25

Badger Hole

Gordon Stockade Replica

Mount Coolidge Tower

Wildlife Station Visitor Center

State Game Lodge

opened on August 8, 1921. But on October 19, 72 days later, the 

reopened on June 15, 1922. The State Game Lodge became the 

his intended stay of two weeks turned into nearly 13 weeks.
The lodge saw another Presidential visit in 1953 when President 
Dwight Eisenhower stayed at the lodge for three days while 
addressing the Young Republicans and dedicating Ellsworth Air 
Force Base in Rapid City.

The Home of Badger Clark

lived in the park for the last 30 years of his life. The stories of 
Badger Clark, his life and poetry are stories of a man living an 
independent life.

there. The cabin is open daily for public tours from Memorial Day to 
Labor Day. The hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

The Gordon Stockade

Custer discovered gold in the Black Hills. Under the 1868 Treaty of 

and white settlement was not allowed.
Word of the discovery spread quickly, and a group of gold seekers 

winter. Upon their arrival, the Gordon Party built a log fortress on 
the bank of French Creek to protect themselves from a possible 
Lakota attack.
Today, as you approach the replica of Gordon Stockade, interpretive 
signs tell the story of this short-lived, illegal occupation.

Mount Coolidge Lookout

The turnoff is located on SD 87. A 1.7-mile gravel road leads visitors 
to the top of the mountain, but large vehicles and motorhomes should 
avoid making the trip, as the road is narrow and winding. From the 

CCC Buildings
With the depression in the 1930s came the Civilian Conservation 
Corps program (CCC). These young men created many 
improvements throughout Custer State Park and the nation. Their 
mark can still be seen today, as they constructed what is now the 
park’s Peter Norbeck Outdoor Education Center, Wildlife Station 
Visitor Center, Mount Coolidge Fire Tower and many bridges as well 
as the dams that created Stockade, Center and Legion Lakes.
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lodging

Specialty Cabins
CATHEDRAL SPIRES CABIN at Sylvan Lake  
[ Sleeps 18 ]
• Designer Kitchen
• 
• Stone Gas Fireplace
• Deck Overlooking Sylvan Lake

REUNION CABIN at State Game Lodge  
[ Sleeps 28 ]
• Designer Kitchen
• 
• Stone Gas Fireplace
• Deck Overooking Coolidge Creek

TATANKA CABIN at State Game Lodge 
[ Sleeps 24 ]
• Designer Kitchen
• 
• Stone Gas Fireplace
• Deck Overooking Coolidge Creek

For more specialty cabins visit custerresorts.com.

1.888-875-0001
CusterResorts.com
info@custerresorts.com
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Blue Bell Lodge 
•  - climate controlled, fully furnished, 

housekeeping cabins available.
• 

outdoor seating.
• General store with gas pumps. 
• 2 indoor banquet spaces.

Legion Lake Lodge 
•  - climate controlled, fully furnished, 

and small refrigerators. Sleeping and housekeeping 
cabins available.

• Restaurant - NEW! Rebuilt for 2016! Experience indoor-
outdoor casual dining with premium lakefront seating. 
Proudly serving Starbucks® coffees.

• Convenience store and gift shop. 

State Game Lodge 
•  - queen, double queen, king and 

suites. 7 historical rooms, varied bed types. 
• 

screen TVs and coffee pots. Sleeping and housekeeping 
cabins available. 

• 
outdoor seating.

• Gift shop in lodge.
• Pavillion with seating up to 300.

CREEKSIDE LODGE  
• On the State Game Lodge grounds. 
• 30 ; double queen and 

suites, some with private patio or deck.
• Open year-round.
• 2 meeting rooms.

 Sylvan Lake Lodge
• 35 LODGE ROOMS - queen, double queen, king and 

suites. Elevator available in lodge.
•  - climate controlled, fully furnished, 

housekeeping cabins available. 
• 

outdoor seating.
• General store and gift shop. 
• 

Legion Lake Cabin

Centennial Cabin

Reunion Cabin

10-person cabin at Sylvan Lake



INFORMATION: 605.255.4515 | CUSTERSTATEPARK.COM28

Camping
Camping fees are collected daily and 
are based on the number of camping 
units in your party. A camping unit 
is a powered vehicle, motorhome, 
camping bus, pull-type camper, tent 
or any other device used for sleeping.  
Additional tents for a family (parents 
or grandparents and unmarried minor 
children) are considered a single 

park, up to two camping units may 
occupy one site, but each unit will be 
charged a camping fee. Double-ups 
are not available at all campsites. 
Please check with park staff. 
Checkout time for campsites is noon 
and 11 a.m. for camping cabins.

Primitive Camping 
For a more primitive outdoor 

French Creek Natural Area much to 
their liking. Hikers using this area 
can camp anywhere along the canyon 

Campers must self-register at the 
stations located on each end of the 
natural area. The fee is $7 per person, 
per night. 

Horse Camp 
The French Creek Horse Camp is 

is located near Blue Bell Lodge on 
North Lame Johnny Road (Custer 

One corral is provided for each site 
and a second can be rented for an 
additional $5/night fee upon arrival. 
Horses are not allowed to graze and 
riders must bring their own feed. All 
hay brought into the park must be 

Camping Cabins
Locations: Blue Bell, Game Lodge, 
Stockade South, French Creek Horse 
Camp
About cabins:
• 
• Linens are not included.
• 
• Checkout time is 11 a.m.
• No smoking or cooking in the 

cabins.
• Pets, except for service animals, are 

not permitted in cabins.
Amenities:
• Heating and air conditioning
• Electricity
• Picnic table
• Fire ring 
• Porch
• Bunk bed and double bed
• Table
• Benches

camping

Information 
Bulletin boards are located in each campground with information on that 
campground. They also offer a listing of activities and park-related programs.

 
Camping Reservations
campsd.com  
1.800.710.2267  

Reservations
Campsite and group areas can be 
reserved one year in advance. 
Camping cabin reservations can also 
be made a year in advance, but must 
be made at least two days prior to 

last minute trips.
Fees
There is a non-refundable reservation fee 
of $7.70 for non-residents.
A $2 fee will be assessed to all phone 
reservations.
Camping fees for the entire stay must be 
paid at the time the reservation is made.
Cancellations

be charged one night’s camping fee 
for each campsite reserved or $25 per 
camping cabin. 
Because of its unique use, French Creek 
Horse Camp cancellation policy is 
different. 
• 30 or more days before arrival: you 

will be charged one night’s fee for 
each campsite reserved.

• 29 - 14 days prior to arrival: one-half 
of your entire camping fee.

• Less than 14 days prior to arrival: 
non-refundable.

Same Day Reservations  
Center Lake Campground
• All open sites can be reserved 

beginning at 6 a.m. MT each day.
• Checkout time is noon MT.
• Campers occupying a “same day 

 
6 a.m. MT to extend their stay.

• Campers are required to place a 
camping unit on their site by 10 p.m. 

they fail to do so, they are charged 
a cancellation fee and forfeit the 
remainder of their reservation.
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Blue Bell* 31 $21 $25 23 $50 30 1

Center Lake+ 71 $19 71

Game Lodge* 57 $21 $25 11 $50 55 2

Grace Coolidge* 27 $21 $25 26 1

Legion Lake* 22 $21 $25 21 1

Stockade Lake North* 42 $21 $25 40

Stockade Lake South* 25 $21 $25 13 $50 23

Sylvan Lake* 39 $21 $25 36

French Creek Horse Camp* 29 $30 3 $50 26

SPECIALIZED CAMPING AREAS

French Creek Natural Area $7/person 0

Calvin Coolidge Group Area** $7/person, minimum $140 all

Stockade Group Area** $7/person, minimum $140 all

$0.50/person, minimum $6

Group Camping 
Group campgrounds are located near 
Stockade Lake and the Game Lodge 
Campground. These areas feature 

grates, picnic tables and water on 

available within walking distance 
from the campgrounds. Evening 
programs are located nearby on 
most nights during the summer. 

Designated swim beaches can also 
be found close by. 

Camping Areas 
The park offers two primitive areas 
(Shady Rest and Center Lake) 

only. Call 1.800.710.2267 for 
reservations. Reservations are not 
available online.

* Reservations available at campsd.com or by calling 1.800.710.2267. ** Reservations only available by calling 1.800.710.2267. Within the campground  
Available within one mile  + Same day reservation, see above. Camping fees subject to sales tax.

Campground    Open
Game Lodge ......................................................
French Creek Horse Camp................................
Blue Bell ...................................................April 29 - Oct. 31
Center Lake ................................................April 29 - Oct. 2
Grace Coolidge........................................... May 20 - Oct. 2
Legion Lake ................................................ May 20 - Oct. 2
Stockade South .......................................... May 20 - Oct. 2
Stockade North ........................................... May 20 - Oct. 2
Sylvan Lake ................................................. June 1 - Oct. 2
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dining and shopping

1.888.875.0001
CusterResorts.com
info@custerresorts.com
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Blue Bell Lodge

Comfortable Old West saloon-style setting. Specialty burgers and 
sandwiches, salads, buffalo and steak. Peaceful patio overlooking 
French Creek. 

Legion Lake Lodge

Relaxed and inviting atmosphere for families on the go. Breakfast, 
lunch and dinner on the lakeside deck. Hard ice cream and fresh 
baked pies. Proudly serving Starbucks® coffees. 

State Game Lodge

Eloquently historical. Dinner is a culinary treat. Entree selections 
highlight local game such as trout, pheasant, buffalo and elk. 
Reservations recommended. 

Sylvan Lake Lodge

Fantastic forest views! Newly remodeled. Exquisite cuisine 

Reservations recommended. 

Convenience Stores, Gifts & Souvenirs
A gift shop is located at the State Game Lodge, and general stores 
can be found at Legion Lake, Blue Bell and by Sylvan Lake. The 
Coolidge General Store is a short distance from the State Game 
Lodge. All are stocked with souvenirs and supplies, including:
• Apparel for the whole family
• Quality bison and wildlife items
• Personal care products
• Groceries and beverages (beer and liquor at some locations)
• Grab-and-go food
• 
• Gasoline at the Blue Bell and Coolidge General Stores
• Watercraft rentals at Legion Lake and Sylvan Stores

Game Lodge Catering

Blue Bell Store

Game Lodge Dining Room

Legion Lake Lodge
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area state parks
Your Custer State Park entrance license is valid at all South Dakota State Parks including nearby Angostura Recreation Area  

near Hot Springs, Bear Butte State Park near Sturgis and Rocky Point Recreation Area near Belle Fourche.  
An additional trail pass is required for the George S. Mickelson Trail.  
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Roughlock Falls Nature Area

Rocky Point Recreation Area

Bear Butte State Park

Angostura Recreation Area

Angostura Recreation Area
Located 10 miles southeast of Hot Springs, off US 18/385  

Angostura Reservoir is a water-lover’s haven in the southern Black 

recreation area attracts visitors to its clear waters and natural sand 
beaches. Five campgrounds offer camping and cabins along the 
reservoir’s shores. The park also features hiking and biking trails, 
volleyball, horseshoes and a nine-hole disc golf course.

Bear Butte State Park
Located 6 miles northeast of Sturgis off SD 79  

two-mile hike to the summit rewards visitors with a view of four 

a horse camp and connects to the Centennial Trail for hikers, bikers 
and horseback riders.

 George S. Mickelson Trail
Runs 109 miles from Edgemont to Deadwood  

The George S. Mickelson Trail runs through the heart of the Black 
Hills. The trail’s gentle slopes and easy access enables people of all 
ages and abilities to enjoy the scenery of the area. The multi-use trail 
is enjoyed by hikers, bikers, horseback riders, snowshoers and cross-
country skiers. A trail pass is required and can be purchased at one of 
the many trailheads.

Rocky Point Recreation Area
Located 8 miles east of Belle Fourche off SD 212 

is located on the 8,000-acre Belle Fourche Reservoir. The reservior 
was created in 1911, when Orman Dam was constructed to store 
water for agricultural use. At the time of its completion, Orman Dam 

designated a National Historic Civil Engineering Landmark.

Roughlock Falls Nature Area
Located 1 mile west from the Scenic Byway at Savoy on FDR 222 in 

is considered one of the most beautiful locations in the Black Hills. 

The area is spectacular to view and photograph. Designated walking 
paths and hiking trails provide opportunities to explore the area. Bird 

in the nature area. No park entrance license required.
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Black Hills Playhouse

TATANKA TEASER | SUNDAY, JUNE 5
Musical review performed by 2016 
acting company. FREE for pass holders, 
$5 suggested donation for all others. 
Reservations recommended.  
JEEVES INTERVENES 
British comedy set in the 1920s. 
Playboy Bertie Wooster and old school 
chum Eustace Bassington-Bassington 
hatching a brilliant plan to dupe 
meddling relatives in an effort to save 
Bertie from an undesired marriage and 

But will the ever-faithful manservant 
Jeeves be able to rescue these bumbling 
fools from themselves? A delightful 
romp full of deception and disguise. 

NUNSENSE 
The hilarious plot of this musical 
comedy revolves around a variety show 
fundraiser (on a stage set up for the 8th 

Little Sisters of Hoboken in dire need 
of money to bury 52 sisters accidently 
poisoned by the convent cook, Sister 
Julia (Child of God). Funny, irreverent, 
featuring star turns with tap, ballet 
dancing, an audience quiz and comic 
surprises.
PAGEANT

Like no beauty pageant you’ve ever 
seen before, six contestants (all played 
by men) vying for the title of Miss 
Glamouresse, compete in suimsuit, 
talent, gown and spokesmodel 
categories. This hilariously fun musical 
is Miss America meets Kinky Boots. 
Judges selected from the audience get to 

ever the same and the suspense is real! 
THE ADDAMS FAMILY 

musical in which the weird and 
wonderful Addams Family comes 

nightmare as Wednesday Addams, 
the ultimate princess of darkness, 
has grown up and fallen in love with 

a sweet, smart young man from a 
respectable family. Everything will 
change for the whole family on the 
fateful night they host a dinner for 
Wednesday’s ‘normal’ boyfriend and his 
parents.
SHIPWRECKED! AN ENTERTAINMENT

The adventurous Louis de Rougemont 
invites you to hear his amazing story of 
bravery, survival and celebrity that left 
nineteenth-century England spellbound. 
Dare to be whisked away in a story 
of the high seas, populated by exotic 

turtles and a monstrous man-eating 

how far we’re willing to blur the line 

leave our mark on the world.

BLACK HILLS 
PLAYHOUSE 2016

Present this coupon for discount or use online 
with code CSP16.  
Discount offers may not be combined.

$3 per person
off theatre performance

Ticket Prices
Adults:
Kids (18 & younger): $16

Performance Times
Tuesday - Saturday: 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday & Sunday: 2 p.m. matinees 
Vistors advised to arrive 1/2 hour before 
curtain, reservations recommended. For 

online at blackhillsplayhouse.com.
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Explore Custer State Park
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Custer State Park
13329 US Highway 16A
Custer, SD 57730

custerstatepark@state.sd.us
custerstatepark.com


